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Abstract

Twitter is one of the most widely used networks worldwide and in the
Saudi Arabia in particular.

The main purpose of the study is to identify the role of Twitter in
promoting sectarian and intellectual classifications and the extent of their
influence on national unity. The researcher used the analytical descriptive
method; the sample of the study was selected in a deliberate manner
which consisting of 384 participants representing different doctrines and
streams of thought from the Saudis active in Twitter. The researcher used
the electronic questionnaire to collect the answers where the data
analyzed by using statistical packages for social sciences (SPSS).

The main results of study showed that Twitter promoted intellectual and
doctrinal classifications, which was the reason for the defining to people
with intellectual groups for first time. Twitter contributed to the
acceptance of the others regardless of their intellectual, sectarian
affiliations. Therefore, they do not participate in the hashtags that call for
sectarianism and intellectual conflicts, which contribute contributed to
change the stereotype of individuals. The ignorance of the law by the
individuals represents their unawareness of laws that criminalize
sectarianism and racism. The study showed that the laws and security
issues were the reason for the people's abstention in participating in the
hashtags that deepen the sectarian and intellectual conflicts. Most of
respondents were supported the national unity, but some of them did did
the opposite actions. The study suggested a number of recommendations,
including the need to strengthen media security, speed up the adoption of
a law to criminalize sectarianism, benefit from the presence of Twitter by
calling for national unity and spreading the culture of love, tolerance,
peace and coexistence among members of society. In addition to the role
of the National Dialogue Center in holding more workshops and seminars
in schools and universities on national unity and recognition of pluralism
and recognition of the other's ideological, intellectual and other rights.

Keywords: Twitter, National Unity, Sectarian and intellectual
classifications, Racism
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