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Causes of Common Grammatical Errors and their Treatment for Students of the Arabic

Language for Educators Course

Ibrahim Suliman Ahmed Mukhtar
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Abdulghani Ali Al-Hattami

Education Studies Department, Bahrain Teachers College, University of Bahrain

Abstract
In colleges of education, we often hear of linguistic weakness among students (Ahmed and Al-
Hattami, 2018). By teaching first-year students at Bahrain Teachers College (BTC), a number of
grammatical errors in students’ writings has been noted. The aim of this current study is to find
out the causes of the frequency of committing grammatical errors among students. The study
population is first year students (280 students), and the sample is 116 students from Bahrain
Teachers College who were students of the "Arabic Language for Educators™ course, who are the
first year students of the 2018/2019 academic year. To collect data, a questionnaire was
designed. The questionnaire consisted of five categories and 40 items. This research follows the
descriptive analytical approach, as the research lists the most important causes of the common

grammatical errors among students in Arabic language.

The results of the research illustrated the lack of the use of grammar and the lack of familiarity
with free writing. The results also showed that the difficulty of grammar continues to haunt
students, as well as the students’ stress (fear of committing error). Furthermore, the results

showed that the grammatical rules taught are not functional.

Based on the study findings, the authors put forth some suggestions that should reduce the
language weakness among students, including not overwhelming them with grammar courses. It
is also suggest encouraging students to participate in the extensive reading, i.e. reading literary

books, summarizing them and presenting them before a panel according to specific criteria.
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One of the recommendations is also to increase the number of hours adopted for functional

grammar courses in the foundation and first years.

Keywords: Common grammatical errors, writing, functional writings.
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