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Abstract

Germany is one of the most developed countries in the world at all levels, especially scientific,
economic, medical and educational. The German experiment is rich in its history and the
contributions of its educationists and psychologists. Germany is Europe's second-largest population
(83 million) and occupies a central position in Europe. The German educational system was
influenced by political factors (WWI, WWII and division), social (language, religion), economic
(industrial renaissance), geography (location and neighborhood), population (immigrants and
integration). The educational system consists of kindergarten, primary, lower secondary, higher
secondary, and university education. The educational system is administered non-centrally by the
states and funded in partnership with the federal government. It is characterized by its unique
peculiarity stemming from the Germans' view of themselves and the country's economic needs.
Germany has a unique interest in vocational education and its provision at all levels through a
unique vocational education system (partial or full), and offering diverse continuing education
opportunities for different ages and population groups. Furthermore, It has created a comprehensive
secondary school model. This system focuses on early specialization with the aim of graduating
skilled workers whom the German economy needs. It is overshadowed by over-emphasis on
vocational education, forcing learners to choose their specialties at an early age, and the many types
of higher secondary schools. It is recommended to take advantage of this unique system in the
development of vocational education, continuing education and secondary education in the Saudi
educational system.

Keywords: Germany, German education system, German educational stages, vocational education,
continuing education.
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