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The Ottoman Empire dealing with colonial threats to Arab
ports in the light of Ottoman documents
(Sawakin port case 1300-1316 AH / 1883-1899AD)
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Abstract:

The question of the role that the Ottoman Empire played in defending
the Arab countries against modern European colonialism has become a
matter of controversy at the present time. This study aims to clarify the
reality of that role and its extent by relying mainly on Ottoman documents
that clearly reflect the position of the Ottoman authorities, thus helping to
measure the extent of their role objectively. It was decided that an Arab
region would be chosen in the light of which the study would be conducted,
which would ensure to find out the methods of dealing of the Ottoman
Empire with the European colonial threats to the Arab countries, as well as
to identify the factors that affected in its policy towards this issue. The
Arab ports were chosen as an example to measure that role due to the
strategic importance of the ports, and because that the most of the colonial
threats came through them. Then the choice fell on the port of Sawakin in
eastern Sudan on the Red Sea coast as a model for Arab ports through
which the issue could be studied, due to its special importance to the
Ottoman Empire because of its proximity to the Hejaz, where Islamic holy
sites are located. Also, this proximity gives the Ottoman Empire the ability
to directly intervene in the port of Sawakin.

In fact, the study proved, through referring to the Ottoman documents,
that the Ottoman Empire largely neglected the defense of the port of
Sawakin against the continuing threats of the British to the port until they
took control of it in 1317AH/1899 AD. Of course, a number of factors
contributed to this negligence, including its security concerns related to the
Hejaz, the economic crisis, military weakness, mismanagement.

Keywords: Sawakin- Ports - Hejaz - Sudan - The colonization - Ottoman

Empire - England
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