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This study aims to clarify the Islamic ruling on the use of narcotic substances
in the pharmaceutical industry, based on the central question concerning the
permissibility for Muslims to consume medications containing such
substances. The research employed both inductive and analytical
methodologies: it surveyed relevant scriptural texts from the Qur’an and the
Sunnah, analyzed the opinions of the four Sunni legal schools and
contemporary scholars, and consulted medical and legal sources.

The study reached several key findings, the most important of which is that
the general rule concerning narcotic substances is absolute prohibition due to
the harm they inflict upon the mind, body, and society—based on overarching
legal maxims such as “no harm and no reciprocating harm” and the principle
of blocking the means (sadd al-dhari‘a). However, jurists permit their use in
medical contexts under strict conditions, including the presence of a genuine
therapeutic necessity (such as relieving severe pain experienced by cancer
patients), the absence of lawful alternatives, the supervision of a trustworthy
medical professional, and the administration of controlled doses that prevent
addiction. The findings emphasize that any use beyond this narrow
framework remains prohibited.

The study recommends strengthening regulatory oversight over the
dispensing of these medications, increasing religious and health-related
awareness regarding the risks of misuse, and encouraging medical and
pharmaceutical institutions to develop lawful alternatives. It also stresses the
importance of continued juristic reasoning to keep pace with emerging
medical developments.

Keywords: narcotic substances, pharmaceutical industry, Islamic
jurisprudence, medical necessity, psychotropic medications, pharmaceutical
regulation
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